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Thanks for playing my 
“TRIBUTE TO MARTY?” & promoting with D.J. 


\ 

\ 

\ | 

\ Titles from several of Marty’s biggest hits have been 
\ woven into the lyrics of this beautiful single recording, 
\ written by Bettye Cole, with an illusion of Marty’s reality 
\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 


as sung by Phil Speer. The record will soon be playing in 
your home town. 





MARTY ROBBINS 


For your 45” Single or Cassette, 
Send $3.00 Check or money order to: 


“TRIBUTE TO MARTY” 
Post Office Box 1174 
Union City, Tenn. 38261 





PHIL SPEER 
ODD EEE DEE EI EE SEE EE OE EE EE EC EE OEE EE EE EC EC JE EC FEE ZEEE Hh 


Crystal Gayle, in the course of her 
eight-album career, has achieved that 
goal and thensome. With True Love, her 
ninth LP and November ‘82 debut for 
Elektra/Asylum Records, the strikingly 
beautiful Gayle offers further proof that 
she’s among the finest singers in music 
today. 

With seven tracks produced by Crystai’s 
longtime producer Allen Reynolds and 
three cuts produced by E/A Nashville 
Vice President Jimmy Bowen, True Love 
shows Gayle’s command of various styles, 
from the slow passion of the first single, 
Rodney Crowell’s "Till | Gain Control 
Again,” to the power of "Our Love Is On 
The Faultline,” a tune she discovered 
while touring Australia. 

"When I’m choosing asong, the melody 
has to hit me first,” Crystal points out. 
"Then, if | feel strongly about the lyrics, 
I'll try to record it. I’m sure I’ve turned 
down alot of good ones, but if | can't feel 
a song, | can't communicate it.” 

For True Love, the songs Crystal 
recorded came from avaried and talented 
group of writers. One of her favorites on 
the album is the Wendy Waldman/Josh 
Leo number "Baby What About You.” 
"Let Your Feelings Show” was written 
by Roger Cook, author of several of 
Crystal's hits. She re-made the David 
Gates-penned Bread hit "Everything | 
Own” and ends the album with the 
moving ballad "He Is Beautiful To Me,” 
written by Bobby Wood, who helped 
compose some of her previous big hits 
(including "“Talkin’ in Your Sleep” and 
“Half The Way”). 

The album features harmonies by Paul 
Davis on two songs -- "Deeper In The 
Fire” and the title track -- and by Rodney 
Crowell on "Tili | Gain Control Again.” 
"One of the best things to happen to me 
in the last year or so has been the 


e 








opportunity to sing with so many people 
| admire,” Crystal says. 

As True Love was released, "You And 
I,” her hit single with E/A labelmate 
Eddie Rabbitt, was climbing the record 
charts. At the same time, Crystal was 
heard singing (with Paul Williams) the 
theme song for the ABC-TV series “It 
Takes Two." She aiso recorded ihe 
soundtrack with Tom Waits for the 
Francis Ford Coppola film "One From 
The Heart”; the soundtrack LP was 
released in fall 1982. 

With more than two dozen hits to her 
credit, Crystal Gayle is along way down 
the road from her beginnings. She was 
born into a musical family in the 
Appalachian coalmining town 
Paintsville, Kentucky, the last of eight 
children. Crystal's family also produced 
country music legend Loretta Lynn as 
well as two other artists, Jay Lee Webb 
and Peggy Sue Wright. The family moved 
north to Wabash, Indiana, when Crystal 
was four. 

"My mother always loved to tell people 
| was singing before | could walk,” Gayle 
says with a smile. "My mother really 
believed in me. Anytime anyone would 
come over to the house, she'd make me 
sing. | took to hiding because was shy, 
but she always found me and pushed me 
out in front of whatever audience there 
was. Once | started singing, though, | 
was fine.” 

“| was influenced by all types of music 
when | was growing up. I’ve always 
enjoyed folk, pop, rock, gospel, country, 
everything. | was singing along with 
Leslie Gore, Brenda Lee and Patsy Cline 
when | was tiny. Then along came Peter, 
Paul & Mary, and of course the Beatles. 

“Having Loretta Lynn as my sister was 
a big influence, too -- she helped me a 
lot. When | was a little girl I'd go to her 
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Crystal 


Gayle 


shows and she'd cali me up to sing a few 


songs. When | was a teenager | would 


sing in the school choir and glee clubs 
all week and then sing with my brothers 
in a country band on weekends,” she 
remembers fondly. 

"| sang every place in town | could. | 
worked with a piano player for a while 
and we entertained at Lions Club 
meetings and Rotary banquets. Then | 
started playing acoustic guitar and 
singing folk songs.” — 

While stillin high school, Crystal signed 
her first recording contract with Decca 
Records (now MCA Records). Her first 
single, "I’ve Cried (The Blue Right Out 
Of My Eyes),” written by Loretta Lynn, 
was released after Crystal graduated 
from high school and hit the Top 25 on 
the national country music charts. Three 
more singles were released by Decca 
during the next two and a half years, and 
all hit the charts. But that was primarily a 
“dues paying” period for Crystal. 

She signed with United Artists Records 
(now Liberty) in 1973. and her career 
began to blossom as she teamed up with 
producer Allen Reynolds and became 
more involved in choosing her own mate- 
rial. Her albums for the label include 
Crystal Gayle, Somebody Loves You, 
Crystal, the platinum We Must Believe In 
Magic and When | Dream (which also 
achieved platinum), as well as four com- 
pilation albums released after she left 
the label (We Shouid Be Together, and 
gold Classic, Crystal Favorites and A 
Woman’s Heart). 

Her hit singles while with UA were 
“Restless,” "Wrong Road Again,” 
"Beyond You” (which she co-wrote). 
"This ls My Year For Mexico,” "Somebody 


Loves You,” "I'll Get Over You” (her first 
#1), "One More Time,” “You Never Miss 
A Real Good Thing,” "I'll Do It All Over 


Again,” the gold "Don't It Make My 
Brown Eyes Blue,” "Ready For The Times 
To Get Better, " “Talkin’ in Your Sleep,” 
"Why Have You Left The One You Left 
Me For” and "When | Dream." Following 
her departure from UA, the label released 
four other singles which made the country 
charts: "Your Kisses Will,” “Your Old 
Cold Shoulder,” "River Road” and “Heart 
Mender.” 

Along the way, in 1977, MCA re- 
released "I’ve Cried (The ‘iiue Right Out 
Of My Eyes)” and it went into the Top 40 
again on the country charts. MCA also 
compiled her singles for the label into an 
album titled after the hit song, and the 
LP became a Top 20 country hit. 

In 1979, Crystal moved to Columbia 
Records, which released the albums Miss 
The Mississippi (her fourth gold LP), © 
These Days and Hollywood, Tennessee. 
Those albums contained hits such as 
"Half The Way,” “It’s Like We Never Said 
Goodbye,” “The Blue Side,” “If You 
Ever Change Your Mind,” "Take It Easy,” 
“Too Many Lovers,” “The Woman In Me,” 
“You Never Gave Up On Me” and "Livin’ 
In These Troubled Times.” 

Besides her string of hit records, Crystal 
has also been the recipient of numerous 
awards. In 1977, she was presented the 
"Outstanding Female Vocalist Of The 
Year” award by both the Country Music 
Association and the Academy of Country 
Music. In February 1978, the National 
Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences 
(NARAS) presented her a Grammy Award 
for "Country Female Vocalist Of The 
Year.” Additionally, in 1978, both the 
Country Music Association and the Acad- 
emy of Country Music named her "Out- 
standing Female Vocalist Of The Year” 
for the second consecutive year, and, in 
1980, the latter organization presented 
her a third such award. © 
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Super Singer and entertainer, Barbara 
Mandrell, was recently chosen as one of 
ten women named the TOP STYLE 
MAKERS OF THE YEAR BY THE 
NATIONAL HAIRDRESSERS AND 
COSMETOLOGIST ASSOCIATION. Yes, 
Barbara is doing alright for herself,as 
she just purchased her own helicopter 
and a huge yacht. Looking around Old 
Hickory Barbara couldn't find adequate 
space for docking her boat, so She and 
“The High Priest Of—Gountry—Music” 
himself, CONWAY TWITTY bought their 
Own marina. 


JOHN CONLEE and GEORGE STRAIT 
are singing Budweiser jingles for the 
company’s national radio campaign. John 
can certainly use the extraincomeas his 
wife is expecting their first baby in June. 


THE OAK RIDGE BOYS have been signed 
to appear at the MGM Grand Hotel in Las 
Vegas March 31st thru April 6th. 


Renting records and taking them home 
to be copied is fleecing millions of dollars 
every year from songwriters, publishers, 
retailers and recording artists. The record 
rental business deprives stores of the 
most important part of their sales. Indeed, 
renting-to-tape hurts all segments of the 
industry. There s no way for rental and 
sales to co-exist. The competition is 
totally unfair. Rent-to-tape is parasitic. It 
exists on the record industry's creative 
output. Record companies pay royalties 
- to performers, songwirters and other 
talent and take enormous risks. It’s a fact 
that most records do not even break even! 
Please think again before you tape that 
record or album because your taking a 
free ride on others hit records... which 
should be the life blood of retail sales. 


THE MERVYN CONN ORGANIZATION 
held a kickoff press conference in London 
on Dec. 9, 1982 announcing the talent 
for the 1983 15th International Festival 
Of Country Music, THE LARGEST 
COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVAL IN THE 
WORLD. The festival at WEMBLEY 
ARENA is scheduled for April 2-4. For 
the first time at Wembley, there will bea 
GRAND OLE OPRY and aBLUE GRASS 


GALA on the 2nd featuring ROY ACUFF,,. 


HANK SNOW, PORTER WAGONER, ROY 
DRUSKY, BILL MONROE, JIM & JESSE, 
THE DILLARDS, JEANNE PRUETT, BILLY 
WALKER, CONNIE SMITH, and RONNIE 
PROPHET. The show on the 3rd will 
feature TAMMY WYNETTE, GEORGE 
JONES, JOHN D. LOUDERMILK, TOM 
GRIBBIN, TOMPALL & THE GLASER 
3ROTHERS, NARVEL FELTS, SYLVIA, 
-EE GREENWOOD, andLINDACASSIDY. 
30XCAR WILLIE, BILLIE JO SPEARS, 
30BBY BARE, ED BRUCE, BURRITO 
3ROTHERS, RATTLESNAKE ANNIE, 
-EON EVERETTE, EARL THOMAS 
SONLEY, and MARGO SMITH will close 
he show on the 4th. 


A Music City mistake could be a col- 
lectors item for you. The newest album 
release from MERLE HAGGARD and 
WILLIE NELSON has a mispelled word 
in the title. Some 200,000 albums were 
distributed before the mistake was found. 
The album in question is PANCHO AND 
LEFTY, with Pancho spelled PONCHO. | 
am told that Merle received a multi-million 
dollar longterm recording contract with 
CBS RECORDS and also was paid a 


reported additional-$500;000-00-for-the ——— 


duet album he recorded with Willie. Poor 
ole Merle has often been quoted as saying 
“the only difference in his life today is 
the size of his cell, and it now has 4 
wheels.” 


A few years ago EARL THOMAS 
CONLEY began recording with a small 
independent record company. it was on 


- SUNBIRD RECORDS, that he recorded 


the number one song "Fire and Smoke". 
Earl Thomas now has a contract with 
one of the biggest record companies in 
Nashville, RCA RECORDS, anew album 
called "Somewhere Between Right & 
Wrong” and his latest single release 
"Heavenly Bodies.” An inquiring reporter 
once asked Earl Thomas "when a small 
label like Sunbird takes a chanceon you, 
andthenamammoth company like RCA 
comes along and offers you a contract 
you can't refuse, does your conscience 
bother you? Does the word traitor ever 
come to mind?” Earl Thomas replied, 
"yes ... you have a certain amount of 
guilt t6 deal with. But ever since I've 
been in the music business RCA’s been 
the place | wanted to be. | was on 
WARNER BROS. Before Sunbird. | did 
three singles for them but they wouldn't 
let me do an‘album, That's why | went to 
Sunbird. They gave me my first album. | 
built up a good relationship with them. 
There are only afew people on this label, 
so it was easy for them to focus a lot of 
their energy on my work, since it was 
taking hold. So... there was a certain 
amount of guilt aboutleaving, but, atthe 
same time, | don't know of any independ- 
ent that can do the same job for you that 
a major label can. But when you move to 
a major label, they’ve gota lot of different 
artists, so you have to go for it all the 
time-give it everything you've got. | hated 
to leave Sunbird, but we do still have a 
production deal, so I’m not totally desert- 
ing them.” 


Singer LINDA RONSTADT says life 
on the road can be heck. "You get to feel 
Physically deprived when you are tour- 
ing countries and constantly strangers,” 
she moaned. "There's a lack of physical 
contact with friends... hugging, kissing, 
just being close. After a while | feel very 
low, depressed.and constantly off balance. 


“Linda refused to Comment on rumors. of 





her renewed relationship with former 
CaliforniaGov. JERRY BROWN, saying 
she’s neverwed because "I’ve never met 
anyone I've wanted to marry, and at the 
moment there isn't anybody. Until there 
is, ' Il be happy with my two dogs and my 
horse on my own. 


. Country radio is one of the hotest 
broadcast mediums today. It has contin- 
ued to grow from large urban areas to 
sparsely populated prairies. All of us 
working in the country music industry 
here in Nashville and elsewhere, need 
radio more now than ever before. If the 
proof of the pudding is in the tasting, let 
me say, | am extremely proud of our own 
DON DEITH, KZ COUNTRY’S program 
director and morning man. Don has just 
been named BILLBOARD'S "top country 
radio personality in the nation”! Sincere 
congratulations Don Keith! 


BILLBOARD MAGAZINE, the music 
industry's bible, has been charting songs 
for 33 years. Billboard tells us that the 
ONEAND ONLY ACT to hit simultaneously 
and hold the number one position on all 
three charts...pop,soulandcountry... 
was ELVIS PRESLEY with his monstor 
recording of "Don’t Be Cruel” and "You 


Ain't Nothen But A Hound Dog.” 


The Ole Possum, GEORGE JONES, 
obviously, has reason to both love and 
curse what country music has done to 
him; certainly ithas made him.whatheis 
today - a superstar who is generally 
acknowledged to be the best in the 
world at what he does; yet, on the other 
hand, is also no doubt one of the most 
troubled and unhappy people on earth. 
It wasn't long ago that George showed 
up in Franklin, Tn. to receive a 30-day 
Suspended sentence and pay the $50.00 
fine for his drunk driving conviction. 
There, he told a. small group of fans and 
reporters, ‘I've got one thing they can't 
take away from me. They can't take away 
my pride. They can take it all, but they 
can't take my singing, because I'm the 
best singer in the world!” And again, 
George was stopped by Jackson, Missis- 
sippi police for driving 91 MPH and 
traces of cocaine were found in his 
possession. George has yet to answer to 
these charges. But what about George 
the singer, the father and man? No, not 
all the state troopers, or all of the judges, 
or angry promoters or even disappointed 
fans can take away George Jones's talent. 
The saddest country song could still be 
written if the Ole Possum and my friend 
should take it away from himself. 


The hard working CHARLIE DANIELS 
BAND journeys in a style befitting its 
super star stature. The whole troupe 
travels in 3 customized buses with 2 or 3 
tractor trailers carrying the equipment 
that once traveled in a u-haul trailer. 
Maintaining this style to which everyone 
has grown and intends to remain ac- 
customed costs some $7,000.00 a day. 


They aiso stay in motels when on the - 


road, as Daniels likes for himself and his 
people to go first class. HAZEL DANIELS, 
long time wife of country rocker Charlie, 
was once asked by an inquizative reporter 
if she married Charlie for his money... 
she replied... “yes, but she didn't know 
it was going to take him so long to get it!” 


Too often female singers and actresses 
are launched on little more than their 
looks. Even those whose talents are 
undeniable, tend, to live for a while off 
their overall attractiveness. This is an 
unfortunate’ but unavoidable double 
standard. However, there are those that 
believe DOLLY PARTON is one very 
visual exception. Since Dolly is an ex- 
tremely capable singer/songwriter .. . 
her success in the record business is 
surely guaranteed and that awesome 
success has long been charged by her 
visual impact and crossover celebrity 
status. Yes, Dolly is having her problems 
lately, but | am just one of many that 
believe this is only atemporary set-back. 


Receiving my vote for "The Holiday 
Party And Extravagance Of The Year 
1982” was the Christmas party hosted 
by MR. AND MRS. MACK SANDERS of 
Nashville, Mack is the owner, operator of 
the radio station KZ COUNTRY and 
others. Mr. & Mrs. Sanders livein the old 
HANK WILLIAMS home on Franklin Rd., 
and what a mansion it is! Pictured with 
Mr. Sanders and myself is my handsome 
husband COL. JAMES SMITH. Col. James 
and | are happy to tell you that we are 
expecting our first child in the spring. 
My doctor tells me it’s a baby girl, and we 
have already named her BARBARA DALE. 

It was back in October that Super 
Singer/Songwriter WAYLON JENNINGS 
suggested we name her Waylon after 
him, but really, Waylon, fora little girl??? 


MARY MASON, program director and 
air personality for WHAT in Philadelphia, 
is celebrating her 25th year in broadcast- 
ing. Tocommemorate the milestone she 
has formed the Mary Mason Community 
Foundation. The non-profit organization 
will award support to radio professionals 
in need of financial assistance. Mary 
Mason tells us, “that she was fortunate 
enough to have a pension and insurance. 
But she believes their are too many jocks 
who would not be able to bury themselves 
if they lost their jobs tomorrow.” Mary 
says, ’| Know, because I've buried a few!” 


Congratulations go out to singer 
DARLENE AUSTIN who was voted one 
of the "Most Promising Female Singers 
for 1983 according to THE COUNTRY 
HOTLINE NEWS MAGAZINE. | asked 
Darlene if she ever got frustrated in the 
music business? Darlene answered, "Oh 
yes, | get frustrated and then go home 
and worry about it by myself! I’ve gotten 
used to working out my own problems. | 
guess I’m what you might calla "loner". 
That probably has to do with my childhood 
because until | was a freshman in high 
school, | was the only girl in school! So 
you see, | got used to working independ- 
ently and seeing things out myself.” The 
other 10 singles and groups voted "Most 
Promising” were JAN GRAY, TOM 


GRANT, WYVON ALEXANDER, KAREN 


TAYLOR GOOD, KAREN BROOKS, SKIP 
& LINDA, THE WHITES, LLOYD DAVID 
FOSTER and FAMILY BROWN (a 
Canadian Group). 


NEW T.V. COMPANY FORMED: 

A new $4,000,000 association has been 
formed here between PLANTATION TV 
PRODUCTIONS AND TEXAS NATIONAL 
TV PROD., INC. to produce television 
shows for network, syndication and cable 
airing. Production gets underway in 
March on the first series. Operating 
under the Texas National TV Prod. 
banner, the organization includes BILL 
STARNES as President and executive 
Producer; veteran video man, JACK 
THOMPSON, as producer and writer 
and STAN HITCHCOCK as Vice President 
in charge of talent acquistion. With a 
total of 14 projects planned for the coming 
year, initial production gets underway 
Feb. 27, March 6, and April 10 on the first 
package. "Country Bandstand”, a one- 
hour series being video-taped at Billy 
Bob’s in Ft. Worth and featuring per 
show two country artists with records in 
the "top 40” of the charts; one artist with 
a “Country Classsis” hit of the past plus 
introduction of one new, upcoming talent. 
People from surrounding areas will be 
on hand to dance plus interviews will be 
done with celebrity guests. Taping four 
shows per shooting date, MICHAEL 
MURPHY will host the series. Guests 
confirmed for the first 12 shows include 
GEORGE STRAIT, MOE BANDY, GAIL 
DAVIES, JOHNNY DUNCAN, RAZZY 
BAILEY, KAREN BROOKS, LEON 
EVERETT, CHARLEY MCCLAIN, ED 
BRUCE, JOHNNY RUSSELL, JIM ED 
BROWN, and JOHN CONLEE on the 
Feb. 27 tapings; LEE GREENWOOD, 
JOHN ANDERSON, THE KENDALLS, 
GENE WATSON, JOE STAMPLEY, 
FIDDLIN’ FRENCHIE BURKE, 
STONEWALL JACKSON, CON HUNLEY, 
FREDDY WELLER, THE BURRITTO 
BROS. and STEVE WARINER on March 
6; GARY MORRIS, DONNA FORGO, 
DARRELL MCCALL, BANDANA, KIERAN 
KANE, JAN HOWARD, CINDY HURT, 


‘HELEN CORNELIUS and EARL THOMAS 


CONLEY on April 10. Other projects set 
and confirmed include the “Texas 

Entertainers Hall Of Fame” show set for 
taping May 23 at Billy Bob’s plus the 
"Star Spangled Pause For The Pledge,” 
set for June 14 in Baltimore, Md. The 
organization is comprised totally of well 
seasoned veterans of the music and 
video industries. A native Texan, Bill 
Starnes grew up in the music business 
as his father was co-founder of STARDAY 
RECORDS and managed LEFTY 

FRIZZELL. Starnes has personally 

managed such acts as GEORGE JONES, 
DAVID ALLAN COE, TAMMY WYNETTE 
and RAY PRICE; was general manager 
of the PALACE and WILD BILL’S CLUBS 
in Beaumont, Tx., plus created, founded 
and served as Executive Producer on 
last year’s initial WRANGLER COUNTRY 
STARSEARCH which culminated in April, 


82 with the national finals as atwo-hour - 


syndicated TV special. Jack Thompson's 
27 years of considerable TV writer/ 
Producer credits include “The Johnny 
Cash Show” for ABC-TV; "The Unbroken 
Circle”, atribute to MOTHER MAYBELLE 
CARTER, "50 YEARS OF COUNTRY 
GOLD” and "WAYLON"” for ABC-TV; 
"THE BEST LITTLESPECIAL IN TEXAS” 
for national syndication through 
Universal/MCA; four DANNY THOMAS 
specials, including two each for ABC 
and NBC, plus many more. 


The following story was printed in a 
Southern daily newspaper and has Music 
Row all in a dither guessing who the 
culprit might be: A famed country-western 
singer has twice barely escaped making 
scandalous headlines. The singer has 
been caught exposing himself to young 
boys and only because he was able to 
write hefty checks to the families of the 
children did he avoid prosecution. Close 
advisors are urging that he seek psychi- 
atric aid. 












Col. James Smith, Bobbie Smith and MaclSanders 
Photo by J.C. Jones 


hi aude de 
S Yove 


DARLENE AUSTIN’s new album IN AND OUT OF LOVE is a 20-song 
DOUBLE ONE which includes her new hit single "M ON THE OUTSIDE 
LOOKING IN and other great songs such aa HEARTACHES BY THE 
NUMBER, LOVING HIM WAS EASIER, ONLY LOVE CAN BREAK A, 
HEART, ROSE GARDEN, STAND BY YOUR MAN and YOU’VE 
STILL GOT A PLACE IN MY HEART. It’s on MUSIC MASTERS, LTD. | 
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STAN HITCHCOCK, a hit recording 
artist and star of his own TV show for 
many years, has worked with hundreds 
of artists during his career. "Quality is 
the foremost prerequisite in our produc- 
tions,” said Starnes. “We intend to do 
different types of shows with quality 
acts, quality formats and definitely the 
top quality taping equipment and techni- 
cians." He added, "While we will be 
concentrating on the projects we already 
have on the board, we will maintain an 
Open-ear policy to outside suggestions 
on formats, special events that might be 
turned into a TV show, etc. The Texas 
National Companies are located at 3825 
Cleghorn, 2nd Floor, Nashville, Tn. 37215. 
Phone number is 615-269-3023. 





After being inactive for some time in 
the music business since her successful 
LUCILLE’S ANSWER (the answer song 
to the Kenny Rogers’ standard) on Epic 
in 1977, JULIE JONES is planning to 
resume her career. She is also doing a 
lot of songwriting and has just had her 
first song recorded by REBA McENTIRE. 
JULIE is booked by GEM MANAGEMENT. 


Statistics do show that record sales 
. have dropped steadily since 1979, but 
the record business is still a 3.6 BILLION 
DOLLAR business, a larger industry than 
motion pictures. 


The soundtrack for a new movie which 
purports to look behind the scenes fora 
graphic (and sometimes bizarre) 
representation of the HELL’S ANGELS 
organization will be done by WAYLON 
JENNINGS, WILLIE NELSON, JOHNNY 
PAYCHECK, JERRY GARCIA and BO 
DIDDLEY. 

Country Crooner DON WILLIAMS will 
be doing a benefit concert in Lima, Ohio 
on May 21, 1983 to raise money to buy 
"Teddy Bears” for the babies and toddlers 
in local hospitals. 

I’m told that CRYSTAL GAYLE and 
her husband, BILL GATZIMOS, expect 
to become parents for the first time this 
summer. Crystal is scheduled to appear 
on some spring concerts with KENNY 
ROGERS, after which she'll take it easy 
while awaiting arrival of the little one. 


OPRYLAND U.S.A. is tentatively plan- 
ning to add an $8 million, 300 foot stern- 
wheeler showboat for year-round use, 
linking downtown Nashville with the 
amusement park. The boat will be the 
length of a football field and will carry up 
to 1,200 passengers. The new showboat 
would be longer than the DELTA QUEEN, 
the famous Mississippi river boat. It 
would contain a theater and facilities for 
filming television specials. 


Nashville songwriter EVE SHAPIRO 
will be featured in the LOUISE MANDRELL 
TV SPECIAL which will be shot March 7, 
8,9 and 10. Among the stars appearing 
on the show will be T. G. Sheppard, 
Ronnie Milsap, Barbara Mandrell and 
Danny Thomas. Eve is the writer of 
"Don't Be A Stranger” on the new David 
Allan Coe CBS album "CASTLES IN 
THE SAND”. 


STE RE LR TNL AE SE SSE ee SEE 
Country music Superstar Webb Pierce will begin filming a new 
nationally syndicated TV series COUNTRY BANDSTAND at Billy Bob's 


Texas (the largest ballroom in the world) on March 6 in Ft. Worth. Two 
additional tapings will be on March 27 and April 10. 


The 13 show project which was conceived by Webb and developed by 
Jack Thompson and Plantation Productions will feature Top 40 performers 


such as Lee Greenwood and Ricky Skaggs, a Country Classics section 
with oldtimers such as Faron Young and deserving new talent, plus a 
Texas dance contest each show with prizes going to the 3 best dance 


teams. Michael Murphy will MC. 


In addition to appearing on each of the 13 shows, as a celebrity judge, Ps , 


Webb will perform as an artist on some of the shows. & 
Ra a ET aK PC EPEC EE BE 


Nashville, Tn. is the nations 2nd biggest 
recording center and 3rd largest television 
center. Over 200 million dollars a year is 
done by the Nashville music business! 

“GARY MORRIS is a magnetic perform- 
er with a voice that is awesome in its 
power and range.” Billboard Magazine 
said that, and millions of music fans 
across the nation couldn't agree more. 
The simple fact is, Gary Morris is the 
brightest new arrival on the country 
music horizon in many a season-bristling 
with talent, personality and that special 
something that separates the average 
from the ‘awesome’. Gary’s debut album 
on WARNER BROS. RECORDS features 
no less than three country music smashes 
- the runaway hit "Headed For A Heart- 
ache”, followed by “Don’t Look Back”, 
and the beautiful ballad “Dreams Die 
Hard”. These three hits made Gary 
Billboard’s New Male Singles Artist of 
1982. Gary's first single, "Headed For A 
Heartache”, soared to a Top Ten slot 
having an amazing 16 week run. He is 
currently riding high in the charts with 
"Velvet Chains”, which is included in his 
new LP to be released soon. 

IN MEMORIAM - 

DON LAW, one of the founders of the 
COUNTRY MUSIC ASSOCIATION, died 
Dec. 20, 1982 at his sister’s home in 

Texas following a lengthy illness. Law, 
80, was a 1982 finalist for the CMA HALL 
OF FAME. During his tenure with 
COLUMBIA RECORDS, Law produced 
some of the most famous Nashville Hits 
including “Battle Of New Orleans”, 
(JOHNNY HORTON), "El Paso” (MARTY 
ROBBINS), “Big Bad John” (JIMMY 
DEAN) and “Waterloo” (STONEWALL 
JACKSON). He also worked closely with 
LEFTY FRIZZELL, JOHNNY CASH, RAY 
PRICE and CARL SMITH among others. 
It was Law and his associates, CHET 
ATKINS and OWEN BRADLEY who are 
credited with developing the "Nashville 
Sound” in music thus making the Nashville 
area the prosperous music center it is 
today. He served on the Caretakers Com- 
mittee which formed the CMA with 
WESLEY ROSE, W.D. KILPATRICK, 
HUBERT LONG and BOBBY LORD. 


Eve Shapiro 





Country singer FREDDIE FENDER, 
whose huge hit songs included "Before 
The Next Teardrop Falls”, filed bankruptcy 


- $o he can start his failed career over, his 
lawyer said. Fender, who was born 


Baldermar Huerta and grew up in San 
Benito, Texas, won the "Single Of The 
Year” award for "Teardrop" in 1975, but 
his career took a dive after a 1981 traffic 
accident that killed two members of his 
road show. US Bankruptcy Judge R.E. 
Wheless, Jr. appointed an interim trustee 
to oversee the remaining assets of Fender, 
45, and his wife, Evangelina. "Freddie 
has alot of talent, but he just hasn't been 
able to fight these circumstances,” said 
Alberto Huerta, Fender’s lawyer. "All he 
wants now is anew beginning.” Accord- 
ing to the couple’s personal Chapter 7 
bankruptcy petition, they face claims of 
$9.8 million, $6.7 million of which are 
lawsuits related to the accident. The 
document states that the Fenders own 
property worth $355,979. The Capter 7 
bankruptcy petition for Freddie Fender 
Enterprises Inc., states that the company 
faces claims of nearly $9.7 million -- $5.7 
million from the accident -- and has 
property worth $650.00. The petition 
lists the property as a typewriter, a 
Camera, an adding machine and two 
used Cars. 


General sessions Judge Johnn P. Brown 
ordered Nashville-based entertainer 
LYNN ANDERSON ("I Never Promised 
You A Rose Garden”) to pay a studio 
musician $1,000.00 in a dispute over a 
verbal contract. ELLIOTT DOLIN, a bass 
guitar player, and attorney G. Howard 
Doty said Anderson waited so long to 
cancel the contract last July he had to 
pass up an engagement in Las Vegas 
which would have paid $1,375.00. 
Anderson claimed she canceled the con- 
tract the next day. Her attorney, Craig 
Hayes, said he would appeal Brown's 
verdict. Hayes said both musicians should 
have taken the matter to their union 
rather than the courts. 


Bobbie with Faron Young 
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Because you have asked for schedules 
of your favorite stars, | have included the 
following itinerary for FARON YOUNG, 
SLIM WHITMAN, JACKY WARD, THE 
BOXCAR WILLIE SHOW and THE OAK 
RIDGE BOYS. 


FARON YOUNG SHOW 


April 10th--Amarillo, Tx. 
23rd--Jerome, Pa. 
24th--Babyion, N.Y. 
30th--Tallahassee, Fla. 


SLIM WHITMAN SHOW 


April 23rd--Taylorville, Ill. 
May 8th--Nashville, Mich. 


BOXCAR WILLIE SHOW 


May 21st--Kempton, Pa. 
25th--Meridian, Miss. 


29th--Lancaster, Pa. 
THE OAK RIDGE BOYS 


April 1-6th--Las Vegas, Nev. 
8-9th--Arizona 
22nd--Huntsville, Ala. 
23rd--Montgomery, Ala. 
24th--Tallahassee, Fla. 

May 7-8th--Cleveland, Ohio 


JACKY WARD | 
April 9th--Kansas City, Mo. 


May 29th--Lampe, Mo. 





Bobbie with the Great Waylon 


When Warner Country star John 
Anderson's first album hit the streets in 
early 1980, the youngster was instantly 
hailed as the heir to the honky-tonk 
kingdom of George Jones, Buck Owens 
and Webb Pierce. His wonderfully 
inventive, note-curling, phrase-bending 
singing style delighted fans of hard 
country music everywhere and led critics 
to compare him to no less than Lefty 
Frizzell and Merle Haggard. His arrival 
was cause for rejoicing in country music 
circles. 

That first record collected the top-40 
hits “The Girl At The End Of The Bar” 
and “Low Dog Blues,” the top-30 success 
"If There Were No Memories,” the top-20 
delights "She Just Started Liking Cheatin’ 
Songs” and "Your Lying Blue Eyes,” and 
the top-10 smash "1959." No wonder the 
raves, 

in 1981 John Anderson 2 fulfilled the 
promise of that first magical record. It 
spawned “I’m Just An Old Chunk Of 
Coal.” John’s sterling version of this 
Billy Joe Shaver song garnered its writer 
a coveted CMA nomination for Song of 
the Year. Then Anderson topped all he’s 
done before when he scored his first 
double-sided hit "| Love You A Thousand 
Ways"/"Chicken Truck” from the LP. The 
crown prince of honky-tonk music was 
looking more and more like a king every 
day. 

Anderson would be the first to deny 
any claims to royalty, though. He’s a 
good ol’ boy from Apopka, Florida, a 
town in the hot, flat country northwest of 
Orlando. One of six children in the 
family of the landscaping superintendent 
at The University of Central Florida, he 
grew up knowing the meaning of manual 
labor and the value of working hard with 
your hands. Once he had a guitar in 
those hard-workin’ hands his course 
northward to country fame was charted. 

After he graduated from high school, 
he rameto Music City to crack the music 
business. Although he had plenty of 
experience by then playing in local bands, 
when he landed in Nashville he was as 
green, or greener, as any guitar-carryin’ 
fool you see getting off the Continental 
Trailways bus downtown every day in 
Tennessee's hillbilly Hollywood. All he 
had going for him were enthusiasm, 
talent and determination. 

The teenager didn't know any way to 
start but down on the grassroots level of 
Lower Broadway, Nashville's first rung 
on the country success ladder. From 
there he worked his way up to the tourist 
lounges of the motels. John Anderson 
didn’t know it, but he had begun his 
career in the most classic and venerable 
way a Nashville musician can. He was 
following in the footsteps of some of the 
greats of country music. 

The small-record-label contract is the 
next rung on the ladder upward, and 
young John attained that, too. Step by 
step the country boy was learning the 
ropes. Music publisher Al Gallico signed 
him as asongwriter next. Step three was 
taken. Then came his Warner Bros. con- 
tract. The country label with a reputation 
for breaking new acts onto the country 
charts took a gamble on John and gave 
him his first real look at the top of the 
ladder. Once he had that in sight, there 
was no stopping him. 
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John Anderson 





The gifted singer/songwriter went on 
the road from club to club, from D.J. to 
D.J., working and promoting his singles 
in the time-honored, old fashioned way 
once more. John Anderson worked hard 
for his hits, and finally got ‘em. 

With his third Warner Bros. album, | 
Just Came Home To Count The 
Memories, John led country music lovers 
out of the crossover wilderness and 
back to basics. Once again, John has 
honored tradition, with such tunes as 
"Trail Of Time,” a 1952 Delmore Brothers 


number beautifully revised. Bob Dylan's 


"Don't Think Twice” was given 
Anderson’s country touch; while 1980's 
CMA songwriter Bobby Braddock pro- 
vided yet another smash single, "Would 
You Catch A Falling Star.” 

Wild & Blue, John Anderson's fourth 
Warner Bros. release, is once again an 
album steeped in the traditions of classic 
country--in more ways than one. 


Produced, as was | Just Came Home To 
Count The Memories, by Frank Jones 
(known for his work with such artists as 
Johnny Cash, Marty Robbins and Ray 
Price), Wild & Blue is a collection of 
eleven tunes--the last ever recorded in 
Nashville’s legendary Columbia Studio B. 
It seems only fitting that an artist who 
has done so much to restore what is real 
and true in country music should be the 
one to bid farewell to this historic locale. 
The acoustic tile and burlap covered 
walls of Studio B, widely know in Music 
City as the "quonset hut,” were the first 
to resound with the epoch making sounds 
of such artists as Marty Robbins ("El 
Paso”), Jimmy Dean ("Big Bad John”), 
Brenda Lee ("I’m Sorry”), Lynn Anderson 
("Rose Garden”), Charlie Rich ("Behind 
Closed Doors”), Johnny Paycheck ("Take 
This Job And Shove It”), and dozens of 
hits by George Jones and Tammy 

Wynette. John’s Wild & Blue is respect- 


fully dedicated to the venerable studio 
and his rendition of the perennial “Long 
Black Veil” was the !ast track recorded 
there. 


With the backing vocals of Emmylou 
Harris and Merle Haggard, Wild & Blue 
contains unforgettable Anderson render- 
ings of such tunes as "The Waltz You 
Saved For Me,” “Honky Tonk Hearts,” 
and "The Price Of A Thin Silver Dime.” 
The album additionally contains two of 
John’s originals, “Goin’ Down Hill,” and 
“Swingin.” Itself part of a growing tradi- 
tion of great Anderson offering, Wild & 
Blue stands as his most solid work to date. 

Country music has many pretenders 
to the honky-tonk throne, but only one 
man today creates the consistently solid 
country tunes to deserve it. That performer 
is John Anderson. He may not bea king 
yet, but with the release of this record, 
we'd better get the crown. 


- 
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Since 1977 when she first signed with 
CBS Records to record solo, she has 
recorded 5 albums that have produced 
13 successful chart singles including her 
first number one, DON’T WORRY 
ABOUT ME, BABY in 1982. 

Janie has had as her producer three 
of the best: Billy Sherrill, Jim Ed Norman 
and now Bob Montgomery. The records 
just keep on getting better and so does 
she. Her latest single YOU DON’T 
KNOW LOVE is the best thing she’s 
ever done -- both song and performance. 

A top honor came in 1981 when she 
was requested by Ronald Reagan to 
perform at Camp David for the President 
and Mexico’s President Portillo. 

Proof that Janie Fricke has definitely 
arrived is the fact that she was recently 
awarded the CMA’s FEMALE VOCALIST 
OF THE YEAR award for 1982. And in 
our opinion, she’s still just getting started. 
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LEFT TO RIGHT: Hank Williams, Milton Estes, Red Foley, Minnie Pearl, 
Jim Denny, Harry Stone, Eddy Arnold, Roy Acuff, Rod Brasfield, Lew Childre, 
and kneeling, Wally Fowler. 
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_ FRANK TAYLOR 
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Determination 
And Dedication 


oo ee OO ne SOK ne OO ne SOO ce fh 0 Ph 





: and 
“Box Car Cafe” 


Savannah Records #104 
Box 22712 
Nashville, Tn 37202 
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The backbone of country music is its seemingly limitless 
talent supply. For every Johnny Cash, Merle Haggard or 
Don Williams there are hundreds of singer-songwriters 
who haven’t been in quite the right place at quite the right 
time. Frank Taylor is one of these men; | think you 
should listen to his story for it tells a lot about the deter- 
mination and the patience which a dedicated country 
singer must possess. 


Born near Millen, Georgia, in the southeastern part of - 


the state in 1933, Frank became acquainted with farmwork 
at the tender age of nine. As he puts it, “’! was raised up 
behind plowhandles.” By 19 Frank was an eight-year 


farming veteran who also had logged two years in one of 


Georgia’s many garment factories. He managed to get 
nine years of schooling during the “laying-by” time - after 
harvesting and before planting. 

At 14 he started singing country music with a small band. 
Like so many Southern boys, he listened to the Grand Ole 
Opry and idolized Roy Acuff, today’s King of Country 
Music. Two years later he first heard Hank Williams as the 
strains of “‘Never Again (Will | Knock On Your Door)’ 
drifted into his ears as he plowed, carried to him by a bat- 
tery powered radio lashed to a “rolling store.” 

Frank learned guitar soon after. His popularity grew till 
he was entertaining country levers on a circuit that covered 
every town for a hundred miles around. In 1963 he came 
to Nashville, earning a recording deal with Slim William- 
son. His first single, “Bubbles In My Glass,’ accumulated a 
fair amount of airplay but failed to crack the national 
charts. Frank’s follow-up, ‘“Snow White Cloud” 
however,did hit. Parkway Records picked it up for national 
distribution and the disc charged into the Top 30, launching 

{Frank on a two-year tour throughout the United States. 

Many careers have skyrocketed from smaller launching 
pads but Frank lacked proper management. Parkway 
knew nothing about country music and was zealously pro- 
moting their only pop act of consequence, Chubby 
Checker, who had scored with a long string of “dance” 
records such as the twist, hucklebuck, pony and limbo. 
Then in 1964 the “English Invasion” hit America and the 
bottom fell out for all country music acts. Frank went home 
and quickly regained his widespread local popularity. 

He kept right on performing for the folks he knew best, 
figuring he’d keep his day job, raise his three kids and sing 
country for the love of music. While in Nashville on other 
business, he had a chance encounter with Troy Martin, an 
old friend. Martin soon talked Frank out of his self- 
imposed retirement. He produced a Series of fine singles 
on Chart and later, Brack Records: “‘House Without. Love,”’ 
“Diesel On My Tail,” “If You Wete On Trial (For Loving 


Me), “‘Most Of All,” “Bayou Pon Pon,” “Talk Back 
Trembling Lips,” ‘““Somewhere in Kentucky,” “Indifferent 
Bartenders,” “‘Lovesick Blues’ and “You Don’t Look 
Enough Like Lucy.” Each song garnered instant airplay 
from an ever-growing network of radio stations in the 
heartland of the South. 

Frank’s years of experience were beginning to pay off. 

‘His live shows were attracting bigger crowds, he was per- 
forming over an ever bigger area and he began writing his 
own material. (‘Somewhere In Kentucky,” “Indifferent 
Bartenders” and “You Don’t Look Enough Like Lucy.”’) 

Late in 1980 Frank released perhaps his best original 
song to date: “One Of The All-Time Greats.” By now his 
talent had been noticed by legendary keyboard whiz and 
producer Roy Hall who took over production chores with 
this exciting single on Judd Records. Cracking the national 
Top. 10 is no small chore for an artist on an independent 
label but Frank Taylor, this talented son of the Georgia soil, 
seems poised now to hit paydirt. | wouldn’t be surprised to 
find Frank Taylor making a big name in country music any 
day now. : 3 
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GEORGE 
JONES 


the - 
Legend 
is 
still 
Growing 


His recording of _ HE STOPPED 
LOVING HER TODAY was named 
the SONG OF THE YEAR by CMA 
two years in arow. There were also top 
10 recording of Tom T. Hall’s PM NOT 
READY YET and SAME OLD ME. 
He got his first Gold album certification 
for 1 AM WHAT I AM. And he was 
CMA’s MALE VOCALIST FOR 1982. 

Currently he is in the top 10 with C. 
C. WATERBACK, a duet with Merle 
Haggard, and his newest single SHINE 
ON. 

It’s been three decades now since 
George Jones first came on the music 
scene and he’s still at it -- even more 
popular today than ever. 

His fans love him and nothing is ever 
going. to change that. He may continue 
to be off and on the wagon from week to 
week, but it doesn’t affect his eareer 
either way. He is truly a country music 
legend. 





































SOME OF THE UP AND COMING ARTISTS 
MIKE HAS PRODUCED ARE — 


BILL CARMACK 
MONTE BLACK 


Artists who have recorded at 


THE SHOCK HOUSE-- 


LIZ AND LYNN ANDERSON 
JACK BARLOW 





DEAN DILLON BILL COLE 
THE DRIFTING COWBOYS E COOTER DANIEL 
ROY HALL MIne SnOCMEy 2S JAMIE MITCHELL 


LEONA WILLIAMS 
PEGGY SUE AND SONNY WRIGHT 
FARON YOUNG 


AND MANY OTHERS 


MIKE’S TRACK RECORD AS AN. | 
ENGINEER INCLUDES — 
10 GOLD ALBUMS 
6 PLATINUM ALBUMS 
1 DOUBLE ALBUM 


Artists Mike has engineered 


CHET ATKINS | 
WAYLON JENNINGS 


WILLIE NELSON AND 
DOLLY PARTON 7 ot AND 
ELVIS PRESLEY | ee se) 1. TRIPLE PLATINUM ON WAYLON’S 


( pecan Rey a 


CHARLEY PRIDE GREATEST HITS 
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920 19th Avenue South 
| Nashville, Tennessee 37212 


(615) 320-1733 
(615) 327-3595 












JAMES 
MONROE 


a 
New Sound 


for the 
1980’s 


JAMES MONROE is changing direc- 
tions in his career -- from bluegrass to 
country. The switch will not only broaden 
his following but allow him to bring a 
new dimension to country music. 

James, who is the only son of Bill 
Monroe (father of bluegrass and member 
of CMA Hall of Fame) is now in his 20th 
year as a professional performer, the 


last 12 as the leader of his own group, 
THE MIDNIGHT RAMBLERS. 


He now has a new band, the TENNESSEE 
THUNDER, and the new sound is re- 
flected on his first release, BLUE 

ORLEANS, on Raintree Records and 


it sounds like a winner. 





425-Broad 
427-Broad 


POLLY ANN’S LOUNGE — 429-Broad 


nis Cheat 7 Days a Week 
_ Music All Day & Night 
ALL STAR BAND 


NASHVILLE SUPERSONIC SOUNDS 
PICKERS & SINGERS INVITED 


LEES COUNTRY PALACE — 
MUSIC CITY LOUNGE — 


(615) 251-9702 


LEE HOLLINGSWORTH 
Owner 


NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37092 
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Long before Madison Avenue and Yves 
Saint Laurent discovered "Texas Chic,” 
and long before the huge honky tonk 
that bears his name was immortalized in 
the motion picture, Urban Cowboy, 
Mickey Gilley was already a household 
name among those who take their music 
seriously. 

Mickey first gained national recognition 
in 1974 when he topped the national 
country charts with the song “Roomful 
Of Roses.” Since, he has been on a roll 
that tends to gain momentum as each 
year passes. To-date, he has scored 12 
additional number one records, six of 
which, between 1980 and 1982, hit the 
top of the country charts consecutively: 
"Stand By Me” (from the motion picture 
soundtrack, Urban Cowboy) and "True 
Love Ways” in 1980, which also broke 
national chart records by holding simul- 
taneous positians in the top five before 
attaining their individual number one 
slots; “That's All That Matters To Me” 
and "A Headache Tomorrow (OrA Heart- 
ache Tonight)” for 1981, and" You Don't 
Know Me” and "Lonely Nights” for 1982. 
In addition, his Urban Cowboy Band 
picked up a Grammy Award in 1981 for 
their rendition of "Orange Blossum 
Special.” : 

Mickey has also been performing more 
and more throughout the country, taking 
his live show to growing legions of fans, 
and even to the showrooms of Las Vegas, 
Lake Tahoe, Reno and Atlantic City; 
while at the same time, gathering exten- 
sive television and cable exposure via 
such programs as "20/20," "The Grammy 
Awards Show,” "The Fall Guy,” “Solid 
Gold,” “The Dukes Of Hazzard,” "The 
Barbara Mandrell Show,” "The Tonight 
Show,” "The Academy Of Country Music 
Awards Show,” for which he served as co- 
host; "The Country Music Association 
Awards Show,” "Fantasy island,” anda 
tribute to cousin Jerry Lee Lewis’ 25 
years in show business for Home Box 
Office. 


With each performance, Mickey. 


delights audiences not only with his dis- 
tinctive vocal talents, which enable him 
to work wonders with every kind of song 
from a honky tonk celebration like "Don’t 
All The Girls Get Prettier At Closing 
Time,” to a tender love ballad such as 
“Stand By Me,” but also with his spine- 
tingling dexterity on the piano. 

No doubt, his music has been etched a 
little deeper in America’s consciousness 
by: way of his appearance in Urban 
Cowboy and on its subsequent sound- 
track, but the factis, years before Esquire 
Magazine, "The Today Show,” and the 
Urban Cowboy crew (each of whom dis- 
covered the club in that respective order) 
ever set foot in Pasadena, Texas, Mickey 
and Gilley’s Club were both thriving. 

Mickey, along with pdrtner/manager, 
Sherwood Cryer, founded Gilley’s Club 
in 1970, and eventually expanded it into 
the 48,000 mega-honky tonk that it is 
today. "It’s just a honky tonk, but it looks 
as big as the M G M Grand Hotel or St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral,” wrote Aaron 
Latham, whose Esquire article, "The 
Ballad Of The Urban Cowboy,” was later 
adapted to the screen as Urban Cowboy. 
"It has about 40 pool tables under one 
roof, and on a busy night, this capital of 
the urban cowboy culture has a popula- 
tion greater than most state capitals had 
during the heydays of the Old West.” 


Mickey’s Texas roots go back nearly a 
decade and a half before Gilley’s Club 
ever opened its doors. He spent some 10 
years prior playing the Houston nitery, 
the Nesadel; working the Texas honky- 
tonk circuit, and hoping for bigger things. 
For a while, he had his own television 
show in Houston that was shown twice 
weekly in different time slots, and later, 
he gained more exposure by way of 
television commercials he taped for 
Gilley’s. \ 

During these years, he often spent his 
own money for studio time, trying to 
convince someone that he had potential 
as arecording artist. In 1959, he recorded 
a regional hit, “Is It Wrong,” and in 1964, 
another entitled "Lonely Wine.” But 
neither record lead to anything more 
than a few club bookings across the 
state. Then, in 1974, he released a song 
on his own Astro label entitled "Roomful 
Of Roses.” Though it was released asaB 
side, Houston air personalities began 
turning the record over and playing it. It 
soon was selling thousands of copies 
locally. “At that point, the club was 
successful, and | didn’t need ahit record,” 
noted Mickey in a Country Music Maga- 
zine article (June 1980). “In fact, | didn’t 
went to even record anymore!” 

Nonetheless, with the help of a local 
record producer, Eddie Kilroy, Mickey 
tried to interest a major label in picking 
up “Roomful Of Roses” for national dis- 
tribution. The song was turned down by 
practically every Nashville record 
company before Kilroy returned to 


. Houston with a contract with the newly- 


formed country division of Playboy 
Records. 

“Roomful Of Roses” went number one 
nationally on Playboy, and with its 
success, Mickey had achieved what he'd 
been hoping for ever since he first 
wandered into the music business during 
his teenage years. 

He grew up in Ferriday, Louisiana with 
his piano-thumpin’ cousins, Jerry Lee 
Lewis and the Reverend Jimmy Swaggart. 
At age 17, he headed for Houston where 
he landed a job as a “grease monkey.” 
Soon after that, his cousin, Jerry Lee 
Lewis, had his first hit, "Crazy Arms”, 
and Mickey went to see him in concert. 
This event, altered Mickey's plans con- 
siderabley. 

“We'd played piano together a lot 
when we were kids growing up in 
Louisiana, so | was naturally anxious to 
see his show,” Mickey recalls. "But when 
| took him to the airport afterwards, and 
he pulled out a big wad of hundred dollar 
bills, it made me decide right then | was 
in the wrong business.” 

Mickey soon began playing and singing 
in Houston nightclubs. Later, he journeyed 
to Memphis where he landed a contract 
with Dot records, but only one single was 
recorded, “Call Me Shorty.” He once 
even drove all the way to Philadelphia 
where he tried unsuccessfully to talk his 
way on to Dick Clark’s "American 


-Bandstand.” | 
Later, he moved to New Orleans, then 


to Biloxi, Mobile, or wherever else he 
could find work as a singer and piano 
player. Finally he settled fortwo years in 
Lake Charles, Louisiana where he played 
a lounge. "Right before | quit working in 
Lake Charles, | was at my lowest ebb,” 
notes Mickey. "| was beginning to see 
how hard it really is to become a star, 


and | honestly believed it would be best 
for me to get out of the business.” 

With this decision, he returned to 
Houston where he worked construction 
for six months. But eventually, he began 
playing again. Only this time, he found 
he was catching on locally. Instead of 
more disappointment, his music led to 
his stint at the Nesadel, then the subse- 
quent opening of Gilley’s, and on to the 
national popularity he enjoys today. 

In addition to his business partnership 
in Gilley’s Club, Mickey has ventured 
into westernwear, syndicated radio, the 
publishing field with his own magazine 
entitled, what-else, Gilley’s, and a rodeo 
arena, completed in May of 1982 adjacent 
to Gilley’s Club and the host site for 
Mickey’s second annual Fourth of July 
Picnic - a two day country music spec- 
tacular. His line of westernwear now 
marks some two million plus in sales, 
while his syndicated radio show, “Live 
From Gilley’s,” initiated in January of 
1981, co-sponsored by Schlitz, and syn- 
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Mickey Gilley 


dicated by Westwood One to more than 
335 radio stations, has become one of 
the most listened to radio programs in 
the country. — 

With his momentum running at an all 
time high, and still climbing, Mickey has 
delivered yet another Gilley classic for 
1982, Put Your Dreams Away. Production 
credit toward this latest compilation 
belongs to Jim Ed Norman, who has 
been highly instrumental in Mickey's 
continuing string of number one records 
over the past couple of years through his 
involvement in That's All That Matters 
To Me and You Don't Know Me albums. 

Put Your Dreams Away, previewed by 
the title cut ballad, contains a host of 
follow up single ballad candidates, such 
as "Talk To Me” and "I! Really Don't 
Want To Know,” as well as some pretty 
hot rockers, including “Texas Heartache 
Number One” and “Honky Tonkin’.” 

Put Your Dreams Away - the perfect 
vehicle to continue Mickey's high tide of 
success. 


—, 
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JACK 
GREENE 


Comeback 
of the 
Year? 


After a fantastic run of hits in the late 
1960’s -- THERE GOES MY EVERY— 
THING, ALL THE TIME, YOU ARE 
MY TREASURE, STATUE OF A 
FOOL -- and many successful duets 
with Jeannie Seely (WISH I DIDN’T 
HAVE TO MISS YOU) Jack’s recording 
career began to flounder, although he 
always stayed busy on the road and con- 
tinued to work the Grand Ole Opry. (He 
recently celebrated his 15th anniversary) 

His problem was basically the same 
thing that eventually destroys any singer 
-- BAD MATERIAL. Which is puzzling 
to us as Jack’s ear for good songs was 
always first class back in the fledgling 
days of his career. 

Anyhow this good old boy from the 
Smoky Mountains and alumni of The 
Texas Troubadours has just signed 
with EMF records and released a new 
single called THE JUKEBOX NEVER 
PLAYS HOME SWEET HOME. We 
wish him well and believe that he’s still 
good for a few more hits. 


w 
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PSPS buses by Carpenter 


¢for church use ¢ for city transit or charter ¢ for plant or airport shuttle ¢ for hospitals & institutions ¢ for clubs & activities 





~ “OUR BEST SALESMAN” 


Tired of Leasing? 
Carpenter Bus Sales Call and Compare our 
1011 Cherry Avenue (615) 256-3910 Price against the expensive 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 Cail Mr. Henry Headden, Pres. Coaches on the Market. 
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HOYT 
AXTON 


a 


talented 
old 
Lion 


HOYT AXTON may not bein the super- 
star category to alot of people, but in our 
book, he is unquestionably one of the 
most gifted singer/songwriters around. 


One reviewer recently described him 
as “somewhat like Will Rogers ...a 
weaver of homespun philosophy mingled 
with a sense of humor and covered over 
witha great deal of fun.” and ROLLING 
STONE magazine called him “A anomaly. 
As tarry-eyed cynic, a hayseed wearing 
city clothes.” 


Hoyt of course, is the writer of such 
big hitsas GREENBACK DOLLAR, NEVER 
BEEN TO SPAIN, JOY TO THE WORLD, 
NO NO SONG and BONEY FINGERS. 


Although his recording career has 
never really caught fire, there are at least 
tow dozen albums on the market and he 
is a Cult figure to millions of fans (us 
included). In our opinion his recording 
of LION IN WINTER (sung as a duet with 
Linda Ronstadt) ranks as one of the truly 
classic recordings of the past decade. 
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“Don’t Guess, Get The Best’’ 


For The Finest in Electronics Supplies 
Proudly Serving Music City, U.S.A. 
Just A Step Away...or Call 
255-5601 


1213 McGavock St. Nashville, TN 


: FAST SERVICE 


_ VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT 
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THOSE MIGHTY OAKS 








Top 10 
Records 


1977 Y’ALL COME BACK SALOON 
YOU'RE THE ONE 


1978:-FEL BE TRUE TO;YOuU 
CRYIN AGAIN 
COME ON IN 


1979 SAIL AWAY 
DREAM ON 
LEAVIN LOUISIANA 


1980 TRYING TO LOVE TWO WOMEN 
HEART OF MINE 
BEAUTIFUL YOU 


1981 ELVIRA 
FANCY FREE 


1982 BOBBIE SUE 
THANK GOD FOR KIDS 














BROADWAY 


z 
The Barn Dinner Theatre 
8204 Highway 100 
Nashville, TN 37221 
Call (615) 646-3111 . 
E 





1983 Play Schedule 
Feb. 15-Apr. 2 — Grease r 
Apr. 5-Apr. 30 — On Golden Pond 
: May 3-Jun. 11 — Man of La Mancha 
Jun. 14-Jul. 2 — Mornings at 7 
a Jul. 5-Aug. 13 — They’re Playing Our Song 
Aug. 16-Sep. 3 — God’s Favorite 
Sep. 6-Sep. 24 — Sweet Charity 
Sep. 27-Oct. 15 — The Subject Was Roses 
g . Oct. 18-Nov. 5 — Come Blow Your Horn. - 
Nov. 8-Dec. 31 — Camelot 





*Plays Subject to Change. 
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KIARA RAMA ALAR, Ke TAKA WS KAAKAL MARY, 


a ACE PICK UP & DELIVERY 
Ky 6112 Terry Drive, P.O. Box 90462 Nashville, Tenn. 37209 
KA 
Ke 
Ky 


Delivery GUARANTEED within 4 hours 
833-4404 
Rates: $5.00 & up 


KABA AR IATA RHA RAIA AAI: KARA A LAY NAAM MIM 





Your Record Direct To 
Major and Secondary Radio Stations 
TALLMADGE MAILING SERVICE 
38 Music Square East No.117 


Nashville, TN 37203 
242-7587 


Contact : 








EXPRESS 


| PAGE 17 


CHARLY 
MCCLAIN 


Looks 


and 
Talent 


Some critics may keep chipping away 
at her vocal abilities, but anything she 
lacks there is more than made up for in 
her looks and sex appeal. And anyhow 
she keeps getting those big hits. And 
she keeps busy. 

Since her first taste of success at the 
age of 20 with LAY DOWN on Epic, 
she has topped the national charts with 
such songs as WHO’S CHEATIN 
WHO?, SURROUND ME WITHLOVE 
and SLEEPING WITH THE RADIO 
ON. She toured with Kenny Rogers, 
was featured in the Home Box Office 
special, SO YOU WANNA BE ASTAR 
and made special appearances on several 
top rated country shows. She also 
made her acting debut on the popular 
ABC television series HART TO HART. 

Charly is currently at this writing in 
Billboard’s Top 10 with WITH YOU. 
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Come on Over and Join Us At: 


‘i. 
i 


THE STATION INN 


402 12th Avenue South Phone 255-3307 


- For an enjoyable evening of music in a 
_ friendly and casual atmosphere at Nash- 
ville’s most popular Bluegrass Club 
(where the top names in Bluegrass Music 


often stop by) 
OPEN SIX NIGHTS A WEEK * TUESDAY-SUNDAY 
MUSIC BEGINS AT 9 P.M. 

BEER-PIZZA-SANDWICHES-SNACKS 
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DON GIBSON 


e | Can’t Stop Loving You 


e A Legend In My Time 
e Lonesome Number One 
@ Oh, Such A Stranger 


e Just One Time e Too Soon To Know 


Don Gibson has not written anything of real 
worth in the past fifteen years; yet he has to rank 
as one of the all-time great country songwriters. 
Don is not a versatile writer -- he specializes in 
torch songs and has always operated in a limited 
range. And his songs vary greatly as to quality. 
Also he was never a writer of volume. Many of his 
songs are inferior -- when he misses, he really 
misses. But when he connects (and he did time 
after time) it is a work of art. For a period of about 
eight years, he literally could do no wrong. 

His catalogue is filled with many standards and 
numerous other great songs that should be and 
could be standards. Two of his songs, I Can’t 
Stop Loving You (recorded over 800 times and 
total sales of over 30 million) and Oh Lonesome 
Me (500 recordings and 20 million total sales) are 
even million performance songs. Sweet 
Dreams has been a top 10 hit for any number of 
singers and A Legend In My Time (which has 
probably been recorded at least 100 times) still has 
not been the monster hit that it is capable of 
becoming. (And I’m not forgetting the recent 
Ronnie Milsap recording either.) 

Don’s first recorded song was in 1954. Hank 
Snow did ’m Glad I Got To See You Once 
Again. It was a B-side and it didn’t chart 
nationally; however, it did receive a lot of airplay. 
Don’s writing career really orbited in June 1956 
when Faron Young recorded Sweet Dreams. It 
was in the charts for 33 weeks. A few months later 
(November) Ray Price entered the charts with 
Wasted Words which went top 10 and stayed in 
the charts for 22 weeks. 

In 1957 Don signed with RCA but his first 
records did little or nothing. But in February 1958, 
they released I Can’t Stop Loving You and 
Oh Lonesome Me back to back. Both sides 
went top 10 country and were in the charts for 34 
weeks. Oh Lonesome Me even went Pop top 10 
and sold over a million copies. Kitty Wells also had 
a top 10 record with I Can’t Stop Loving You 
(March). : 

Don wrote a lot of top 10 songs for himself after 
that. In 1958, he had Blue Blue Day (#1 and 24 
weeks in the charts). Actually it had been released 


- before Oh Lonesome Me but had gone 


nowhere. He also did Give Myself A Party b/w 
Look Who’s Blue (#5 and 20 weeks in the 
charts). 


And 1959 was more of the same. He wrote and’ 


recorded Who Cares?, Lonesome Old 
House and Don’t Tell Me Your Troubles. 
All were top 10 records. And he had a big hit with 
There’s A Big Wheel by Wilma Lee and Stony 


@ Oh, Lonesome Me e Give Myself A Party 


e Sweet Dreams 
e Who Cares? 


e Blue, Blue Day 


Cooper. 

Don ended the decade with Big Hearted Me, 
Just One Time (#2 and 21 weeks in the charts) 
Far, Far Away and his version of Sweet 
Dreams (top 10 for the second time). 

Don’s output for himself in the early 1960’s 
included What About Me? and Lonesome 
Number One (1961), I Can Mend Your 
Broken Heart (1962), Anything New Gets 
Old (1963), I Believe In You (1964) and 
Watch Where You’re Going (1965), A Born 
Loser and Yes, ’'m Hurting (1966). From 
there on, Don started recording mainly other 
people’s songs. 

For other singers, Don wrote Day Into Night 


-and Our Manison Is A Prison Now. Both 


were hits for Kitty Wells (1961}. Wilma Lee and 
Stony recorded I Gotta Laugh (tokeepfrom 
cryin). Then in 1962, Ray Charles included I 
Can’t Stop Loving You in an album of country 
songs he recorded. It was released as a single and 
just exploded. It sold over 2 million copies. And in 
1963 Patsy Cline’s recording of Sweet Dreams 
made top 10 (the third time). And Fats Domino 
recorded Who Cares? 

In the late 1960’s, Roy Orbison recorded a whole 
album of Don Gibson sogs and had a hit single with 
TooSoonToKnow. Donwroteatopten for 
Dottie West and himself, There’s A Story 
Goin’ Round (1969). 7 

In 1971, Connie Smith revived Just One Time 
for another top 10 record and Conway Twitty had 
a number one record of I Can’t Stop Loving 
You in 1972. Also in the early 1970’s, Sammy 
Davis, Jr. had a marvelous recording of A, 
Legend In My Time (which unfortunately wag 
not a big hit). In 1976 Emmylou Harris had still yet 
another top 10 hit with Sweet Dreams and Don 
himself had a hit with Bring Back Your Love 
To Me. In 1978 Sammi Smith had another big hit 
with I Can’t Stop Loving You. Some of the 
great Don Gibson songs we have not discussed 
include After The Heartache, Oh Such A 
Stranger; [ll let My Heart Break ForA 
Little While, The Same Street (avery pretty 
song) It Was Worth It All, The Chance I 
Had To Take, I Think It’s Best To Forget 
Me, Trail Of Tears and his very best song of all 
in this writer’s opinion, A Stranger To Me. 
Someday someone will have a million seller with 
that one. 

To date, Don has received 29 country and 3 Pop 
BMI awards. He has received 9 for I Can’t Stop 
Loving You, 5 for Sweet Dreams and 3 for 
Oh Lonesome Me. He is a great talent. 





She’s 

finally 

being 
noticed 


DARLENE AUSTIN has been courting 
stardom for some time now and 1983 
may just be the year they tie the knot. 

The classy lady from Kansas DOES 
sing a song and she’s loaded with that 
rare, mysterious ingredient known as 
STAR QUALITY. She is atrue original, a 
one-of-a-kind performer -- even in her 
early days in Nashville, nobody ever 
called her a “new” somebody. 


Though her talent was obvious, for 
years there were no takers. She was 
thought of as merely a local TV/Radio 
personality. Now suddenly critics and 
industry powers alike are beginning to 
notice this very gifted woman with real 
respect. 


Her latest single on Myrtle, (M ON 
THE OUTSIDE LOOKING IN (from her 
new 20-song double aibum IN AND OUT 
OF LOVE) is her best record yet and her 
performance is faultless. 


She's definitely on her way to making 
it big -- just like all of us Darlene Austin 
fans always knew she would. 















[CRBS TSD] COTS | COS PRSD] CORES | CIS OETD | CHSSRRND TS 


mw PIZZA 






YOOODOHO OOOO) 


© BIG O’s LOUNG 


© 51 Cleveland Avenue e Nashville, TN 37210 © : 


- . 
















(fo 


©) % Block off Murfreesboro and Poke Avenue & 
© © 















©) Phone 256-9554 Behind Gun City PIZZA @ SANDWICHES © SALAD BAR 

2) Take out any of our delicious varieties of 
the “World's Greatest Pizza.” 

© Our new container helps keep your pizza hot. 






‘Country Music Live No Cove 
pen 9:00 P.M. - 2:30 A.M. 


We now have Thick, THIN & Pan 
TRY OUR LUNCHEON BUFFET... 
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From his first number one country 
record (SOMEBODY LIKE ME by 


Eddy Arnold) to his 1982 Grammy 
nominated ALWAYS ON MY MIND 
by Willie Nelson, Wayne Carson has. 
been one of the most respected writers 
in the entire music industry. 

His hit songs- WHO’S JULIE?, NO 
LOVE AT ALL, I SEE THE WANT 
IN YOUR EYES, SHE’S GOT 
EVERYTHING I NEED, THE 
CLOWN, BARSTOOL MOUNTAIN 
-- have been recorded by such diverse 
artists as Elvis Presley, Conway Twitty, 
Mickey Gilley, Waylon Jennings, Lynn 
Anderson, Brenda Lee and the Box 
Tops. THE LETTER has been a hit 
several different times and is now a 
million performance song. 


ALWAYS ONMY MIND hadalready 
won the CMA’s 1982 SONG OF THE 
YEAR and ALBUM OF THE YEAR 
awards and Wayne (along with Johnny 
Christopher and Mark James) was named 
SONGWRITER OF THE YEAR . It also 
received Grammys for SONG OF THE 
YEAR in both country and pop 
categories. In addition sales are now 
approaching the 5 million mark, dispelling 
the idea that there is a slump in the 
record industry if you give the public 
what they want. 


Wayne recently had a charted single 
himself with LOVING YOU AIN’T 
ALL I GOT TO DO on EMH records 
and a new single 1 YEAR, 2 MONTHS 
& 11 DAYS is to be released shortly. 








BLACK & WHITE 
GLOSSIES 


WALT MASSEY’S 


PHOTO 


Johnny ‘K’ SERVICE, INC. 
(KOVAL) 24-HOUR SERVICE 


705 18th Ave. So. 
P.O. Box 120891 Nashville, TN 37203 


Nashville, TN 37212 615/327-4022 


615/244-7443 
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“Village “Jewelers 


AT HILLSBORO VILLAGE 
SINCE 1947 


CUSTOM DESIGNING IN GOLD 
DIAMONDS, WATCHES, FINE JEWELRY 
EXPERT WATCH AND JEWELRY REPAIR 


1809 21ST AVE. SO. 
NYUMA S. SHOR NASHVILLE, TN. 37212 


JEWELER (615) 383-1226 Kim Williams, a talented lady from Louisiana, has just | 
Rae signed with Judd Records and Roy Hall Attractions. | 
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HANK 
~ WILLIAMS, JR 


Still Time 
to 
Hunt and Fish 


Since he recorded his HANK 
WILLIAMS JR. AND FRIENDS album 
in 1975 for MGM, critically acclaimed as 
the definitive blending of country music 
and Southern Rock and marking the 
beginning of a trend that dominated 
both types of music for the better part 
of the decade, Hank Jr.-has continually 
put out top-rated records and songs. 
(His latest single is Going Hunting 
Tonight.) 

Though he (like Conway Twitty and 
Jerry Lee Lewis) often gets overlooked 
when it’s time to pass out the awards, 
he is certainly the choice of the record 
buyers when they lay down their dollars 
to buy product and to our thinking that 
is the most important award anyhow. 

1982 was super good year for Hank. 
Four (of—hissones OLD 
HABITS, TEXAS WOMEN, DIXIE 
ON-MY MIND and ALL MY ROWDY 
FRIENDS were BMI Award winners 


which means they received a tremendous 


- amount of air play. In addition he did all 


kinds of national TV appearances and 
of course spent a lot of time in the 
recording studio. He even found time to 
do a little fishing and hunting in such 
places as Alaska and Africa. 





7 Custom Records & Tapes wc. 


COVER DESIGN — LP & 45 PRESSING 
CASSETTE AND EIGHT TRACK MANUFACTURING 


e CRIT offers complete custom packaging on all orders. 


¢ Jackets, record label or tape labels designed by our complete, in- 
~ house art department. 


e Quality, customer service, expediency and close personal attention are 
guaranteed in the manufacturing of your order. 


e Take advantage of what Nashville has to offer! Producer, studios, 
musicians and singers. 


e CRT’s pficing is very competitive in the custom market. We strive to 
keep our prices as low as possible, maintaining the highest quality. 


e CRT is committed to provide the best services. Our customers deserve 
and expect no less. 


Call for personal quote today our TOLL FREE NUMBER 1-800-453-2533 | 
In Tennessee call’ (615) 320-0517 © 320-1115 © 320-1270 
or write ; 
CRT, CUSTOM RECORDS & TAPES, INC. * 63 MUSIC SQUARE WEST © NASHVILLE, TN. 37203 
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Throughout its history the Martin Dreadnought guita: has becurne so. well 
known that other guitar makers have copied its shape «nd diniensions. Com- 
petitors have duplicated the size but have yet to recreate the Heritage and 
sound that comes from within. Although produced by nearly all guitar makers — 
here and abroad, the Dreadnought design remains an original Martin innovation - 
that dates back to 1916. For further information on our ful! line of qualitv fretted 
musical instruments, please write: CF Martin& Company 510 =. “amore St Nazareth, PA 18064 

| Martin Guitars Sigma Guitars: Martin Strings~Official Guitars and “triags of Opryland U.S.A. . 
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A CENTURY AND A HALF 
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~ WEBB PIERCE 


By Roy Hall 


(The following article was originally written and published in 1981. Since then Webb has recorded a 
successful album with Willie Nelson and is currently set to film a TV series called COUNTRY 
BANDSTAND at Billy Bob’s nightclub in Ft. Worth, Texas, beginning in March) 


It was in 1952 in Detroit, Michigan,.that I first 
met Webb Pierce. I was pounding the piano ina 
local club there and singing in the style which 
later became Rock & Roll. 

Five years earlier, I had gone to Nashville from 
West Virginia and had had nearly a dozen 
release -- all of them bombs -- on such labels as 
Fortune, Tennessee and Bullitt. Sol was playing 
the road -- one night stands or anywhere I could 
get a job. 

Webb had just come off a smash hit called 
Wondering. It was the first of what turned out 
to be one of the most incredible runs of hits in 
the history of country music. (He had dozens of 
top ten songs before it was over.) We became 
friends immediately. _ 

Webb became a Superstar almost overnight. 
He cemented his career later that year with 
Back Street Affair and from then on, he could 
do no wrong with the fans. Hank Williams had 
originally wanted to record: Affair but Fred 
Rose, who produced Hank’s records, refused to 
let him do it. Fred felt, wisely perhaps, that the 
song was hitting too close to home to Hank at 
the time. Hank, himself, had then taken the song 
to Webb, and told him that whoever had the 
- guts to record it would have themselves a smash 
hit. It was a terrific song with potent lyrics and 
true to Hank’s prediction, it was a number one 
record. 


1953 was another great year for Webb. He 


recorded another controversial song called | 
There Stands The Glass which many country - 


stations banned, although that didn’t stop it 
from achieving the number one position on the 
country charts for 13 weeks. In addition, he had 
a hit that year with the prettiest song he ever 
recorded in my opinion: The Last Waltz. 

1954 was ever better for Webb. He dominated 
the charts with Slowly (36 weeks in the charts) 
Even Tho (31 weeks) and More And More 
(29 weeks). All were huge sellers. 

1954 was also the year that I returned to 
Nashville. I opened up a nightclub downtown on 
Commerce Street and many of the biggest 
names in the industry were frequent customers - 
- including Webb. It was here that I first met Elvis 
Presley and Jerry Lee Lewis worked for me at 


$15.00 a night. (He now gets $15,000.) 


I was also performing at the club and doing a 


lot of session work for the biggest names in the 
business such as Marty Robbins and Red Foley. 
Webb asked me if I would like to front his road 
show and play piano for him. I accepted, and as 
it turned out, was with him for six years. 
Soon after joining him, Webb recorded In 
The Jailhouse Now which was number one in 
the charts for what seemed forever. He had 
another super hit that year with I Don’t Care 


(which he wrote with Cindy Walker). I even. 


wrote a song for him that year that was a 
number one hit -- Love, Love, Love. Webb was 
at the top of the heap, at that time and his 
drawing power in concerts during the mid- 


1950’s was unequaled. 

One thing that always impressed me abo 
him was his attitude toward his career. He we 
constantly working. As soon as he finishe 
recording, he was looking for new material fc 
his next session, and, at that time, he hadonec, 
the best ears in the business for what was 
commercial which probably accounts for his 
long string of hits. 

In addition, he was an astute businessman in 
those days. His theory was to never just recorda 
song, but write it, co-write it, publish it, buy it. 
Treat the music business like a business. Webb 
followed this theory religiously and he became 
wealthy overnight. Everything he touched 


turned to gold -- lots of it -- and many of his fellow 


country artists were wondering about his Midas 


touch: == 32a : 

Webb was also very fortunate in those early 
formative years to have the guiding force of Jim 
Denny behind him. Jim was a partner with him in 
Cedarwood Publishing and he was also the 
manager of the Grand Ole Opry. But smart as 
he was, Webb proved to be more shrewd and 
intelligent about his career. | believe that Webb 
Pierce, with his drive and ambition, would have 
made it no matter what. 

He was also very good at spotting other 
singers with talent; and he was very unselfish 
about giving new artists a break. For example, it 
was Webb Pierce who first gave Faron Young 
his chance. He was also instrumental in the 
careers of Red Sovine, The Wilburn Brothers, 
Mel Tillis, and Wayne Walker. Webb was so 
powerful by 1955, that he was even able to get 
me a recording contract with his company -- 
Decca (now MCA). 

Webb and I were roughly the same age and in 
some ways, | think, quite a lot alike. Back then, I 
had a serious drinking problem. This was not 
unusual really -- most of the big name singers 
and musicians were plagued with it. It was just 
an occupational disease. If finally broke up my 
first marriage. 

Although Webb never had to take a back seat 


—— te ee 


to anyone in that department, it never seemed 





to affect his business acumen. The hits kept 


coming and he kept getting richer. Through his 


- many outside investments, he was soon a 


millionaire. Even when Elvis came along and 


Rock & Roll nearly buried country singers and 


country music, Webb Pierce remained a big 
seller on records and drew huge crowds 
wherever he played. 


Webb was an extremely good looking felis 
at that time. He was thenin his late 20’s and very 
well-built. He was very attractive to the women. I 
have hundreds of stories about those days 
which shall remain private since it would simply 
be improper to put them in print. Webb 
was quite amaninso many ways but he could be 
a jerk when he wanted to. But so could I. 

“A performer,” someone once stated, “is an 
island of insecurity in a sea of ego.” Probably no 
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better description has ever been made. It is the 
old fear and vanity thing which all performers 
have to one degree or another. It certainlu fit 
Webb (and myself) ‘perfectly. Many people 
thought Webb was completely self-centered and 
vain; to his friends, however, the vanity was simply | 
selt-confidence in his own abilities. Webb was 
always forthright, outspoken, blunt and - 
opinionated. 

The late 1950’s were very good years for 
Webb, record-wise. He had many big hits 
including Honky Tonk Song, I’m Tired, and! - 
Ain’t Never. | remember the last song very well 
since I did some promotion on it for Webb. We 
sold 25,000 records just in the Detroit area. That . 
particular record even crossed-over into the 
pop field. 

The lifespan on any singer is usually not over 
10 years even with the best promotion and 
management. The public is fickle and grows 


‘tired of something very quickly. Webb managed 


to hang onat the top for nearly 20. 

After being fired and re-hired more times than 
I can remember, Webb and I split in the early 
1960’s. I got involved in booking and promotion - 
- although I did still record and perform too. In 
the early 1970’s, I got on the wagon permanently 
-- thanks to AA and some very good friends. 


‘Because of this, my friendship with Webb 


deteriorated somewhat, and I don’t see him as 
often as I used to. 

Webb is, of course, now a country music 
legend. His total record sales are in excess of 60 
million -- making him one of the biggest record 


sellers of all time, not only in the country field, 


but in the same league as Frank Sinatra and 
Tom Jones. My feeling is that he will one day in 
the not too distant future be elected to the CMA 


Hall of Fame. Certainly he is deserving. 
Personally I don’t understand why he hasn’t 


made it before now. 

And now, after many years of inactivity, he is 
preparing to launch a major comeback. An 
album of 20 of his greatest hits has been 
packaged and is being marketed in much the 
same manner as the Slim Whitman album which 
was so successful. Sales so far have been very — 
impressive. 

Also he has just recorded some new material 
with Mel Tillis. Recently I heard one of the cutz 
and it is fantastic. Can Webb make it back into 
the charmed top 10 circle? My money says he 
can. Webb is the kind of man you can never 
count out. He is always full of surprises. I really 
hope he does. 

Anyhow Webb Pierce was a big chapter in my 
life -- one bar of the music that makes the man, 
so to speak, and it was an experience that | 
cherish and remember with great affection. 
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NANCY LEE PRODUCTIONS 
TALENT MANAGEMENT 


Faron Young Exec. Bldg. Suite 103 
1300 Division St. 242-7637 | Nashville, TN 37203 
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CHART RECORDS INC. 


Looking for new talent 


If you have talent and are looking for a career in show 
business: We are interested in you!! 
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If you only want a record session, you can record with the best musicians in the 
Country Music industry and in Nashville's newest electroniccom puterized studio — 
with top-flight engineers and a producer with an:: outstanding track record. 

The staff of Chart Records and the Soundtrack Studios are proud to say they 
have worked with such artists as MERLE HAGGARD, ROY CLARK, BARBARA 
MANDRELL, DANNY THOMAS, DON WILLIAMS, GEORGE “GOOBER” LINDSEY 


and many others. 
For the BEST in service both in a record label and in recording, 


contact us at the numbers listed below. 









For appointment contact our Nashville office. 


CHART RECORDS SOUND TRACK STUDIO 

(615) 329-3602 (615) 329-3603 
903 18th Ave. S. 

Nashville, TN. 37212 
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The Nashville Omega Hair Transplant Clinic 
is part of a group of medical clinics 
dedicated exclusively to correcting 
baldness. At Omega, we feel that baldness is 
a condition of life that you don’t have to live 
with! For a man whose head “suggests 50”’ 
while his body is still feeling 30 (or younger), 
baldness is an unpleasant condition to con- 
tend with in our youth-oriented society. 

An Omega Hair Transplant is performed at our Clinic. The procedure is 
almost painless, in fact you can read or watch TV while it is being 
completed. 

The transplant itself is quite simple — hairgraphs taken from the back 
are carefully inserted in the bald area. 

All Omega Hair Transplants are performed by our well-trained staff 
‘doctor and his medical team. When completed, your Omega Hair 
Transplant will be natural to the eye and to the touch! no other clinic 
of this kind in the South offers the experience and expertise of 
Omega! 

For complete information call: (615) 367-2495. 
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‘*Our ONLy BuSINESS IS Music ” 














We Book all Types of Entertainment 
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sae ART THOMAS 
= RECORD PROMOTIONS 









SELF-CONTAINED GROUPS, SINGLES, DUOS, TRIOS 
VENTRIQUILISTS, COMEDIANS AND MAGICIANS 


hiteWay 


Cleaners 


for the feelin’ of fresh... 


1200 Villa Place 
Phone 327-4200 


















Please Call For More Information 


(615) 833-5157 
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P.O.Box17304 
WRITE OR CALL NASHVILLE, TN 37217 
FOR INFORMATION (615) 646-1076 


Made for sale in 1953 and taken off 
market the same year, these fine soun- 
ding molded polystyrene hollow- SUM 
guitars were one generation 
ahead of their time. Today they 

are prized collectors items and 

very rare. 


BEST OF COUNTRY 


10 Tapes By George Jones 
1 Tape By Patsy Cline 
1 Tape By Johnny Cash 


Kitty Wells, Johnny Wright ; 
& Bobby Wright | Mandolin Bros. offersalimited 
Freddie Hart number of Maccaferri archtop 
Hank Snow guitars at only $199 apiece. 
Tommy Overstreet f 


mea aver . Send check or money 
onnie Vove y order for $199 


Dick Curless + $20 shippi 
| pping 
Donna Fargo and handling 


Sheb Wooley / Ben Colder 
Susan Meredith / Aaron Russell ' a eee 
Quick Change ; 
Mary Lou Turner 
Pee Wee King, Redd Stewart 
& The Collins Sisters 
Jan Howard 


In Leather Bound Form 


*39.95 


Send Check Or Money Order To: 


COUNTRY MUSIC INQUIRER 
P.O. Box 90462 
Nashville, TN. 37209 


afi 0. B. McClinton 
I} Blue Ridge & The Blue Ridge Band 
Tom Grant 


Johnny Patton Show @ | MANDOLIN BROS. LTD. 
629 Forest Ave.,Staten Island,NY 10310 
264 Old Hickory Bivd. ¢ Madison. TN37115 | #3 : (212) 981-3226 
(615) 865-6602 Phone or write for free catalog. 
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOMED 
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Denny Ski Theatrical Agency 
Presents 


* Sonny Martin x 


*x Clyde Foley Cummings « 
* Southland « 
* John Wilson Show x 
*x Kathy Raye x 
* Brentwood x 
x Debbie Peters & Paradise x 
x Ricky Bates « 
x Southern Bred Band * 
x Carla Monday x 
—— Elmer Fudpucker —— 
—— Kevin King —— 


DENNY SKI Theatrical Aven } 
Young Executive Building 
1300 Division Street 
Suite +303 
Nashville, TN 37203 
615-242-1373 
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THE BOOT BARN, INC. 


HWY. 70, MT. JULIET, TN 371 22 
(615) 758-9415 OR (615) 754-9415 
16 MILES FROM DOWNTOWN NASHVILLE 


THE LARGEST SELECTION OF 
HIGH FASHION BOOTWEAR 


IN THE STATE. 
AT TREMENDOUS SAVINGS! 











BOOTS SHOES 

DAN POST FAN FARES 

DINGO ~ HIPOPPOTAMUS 

ACME POLLY PRESTON 

TONY LAMA {@ COLORMATE 

JUSTIN FRY €@ “% SIGNER 

ADAMS > NIKE 

HERMAN CONVERSE 
SURVIVORS 


THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS» 
DINGO WOMEN’S BOOTS $49.95 
DINGO MEN’S BOOTS $49.95 TO $59.95 __ 
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MERLE HAGGARD has §had the 
most consistently successful career of 
anybody in country music. He’s been in 
the big time nearly two decades now 
and he has been nominated for 33 CMA 
awards--more than any other entertainer. 
And he stays as busy as ever. 

For example, he recently had a number 
one hit with GOING WHERE THE 
LONELY GO, and he is currently in 
Billboard’s Top 10 with a duet with 
George Jones, C. C. WATERBACK 
(they had a #1 hit on Willie Nelson’s 
YESTERDAY’S WINE last year) anda 


_ duet with Willie on REASONS TO QUIT 


which Merle wrote. 
In the past two years he has released 
five solo albums (BACK TO THE 


Money Order 


P.O. Box 90462 


Nashville, TN 37209 615-292-0734 
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BARROOMS, RAINBOW STEW, 

BIG CITY, GOING HOME FOR 
CHRISTMAS, GOING WHERE THE 
LONELY GO) and duet albums with 
George Jones(A TASTE OF YESTER- 
DAY’S WINE) and Willie Nelson 

a (PANCHO & LEFTY) bringing the 
total to over 50. He also picked up BMI 
songwriting awards for RAINBOW 

STEW (1981 & 1982), THINK PLL 
JUST STAY HERE AND DRINK (it 
also got a Pop award), MY FAVORITE 
MEMORY,LEONARD, andBIG CITY, 
bringing the total to over 40. He even 
found time to write his autobiography -- 


_ SING ME BACK HOME. Everything 


he does, he does extremely well. But 
when does he sleep? 
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Talking Bible Company presents... 


The World’s Best Selling Book 


The & 
Bible.. 


CASSETTE TAPE 
tors $39 


Send Check Or 


Five Popular Translations to choose from 
¢ KING JAMES VERSION ¢ NEW AMERICAN & 


REVISED STANDARD VERSION 
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GUS 
HARDIN 


a 
Lady 
named 
-Gus???? 


“A lot of artists have hit records 
because the song was great or the 
groove was great or the promotion was 
great. But only occasionally does one 
come along with a sound so unique and 
exciting that they create their own hit 
records. Gus Hardin is that act. She is 
the most exciting singer I’ve worked 
with in years. I have no doubt at all that 
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Nashville Kevboard ere 


-Piano Tuner and Technician— | 
Serving Music Industry & Private Accounts 


eseane 385-4649 24 HRS. 
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Gus can be not only a number one 
country artist, she can be a number one 
opo artist as well.” The speaker is Rick 
Hall, a producer whose credits include 
hits on Aretha Franklin, Wilson Pickett, 
The Osmonds, Mac Davis and Jerry 


. Reed and a man who is not given to 


speaking idle words. 

One thing is for sure. She’s not your 
average country female singer. Her 
sound has been described in publicity 
releases as “an earthy, lusty, sensual 
belting vibrato which can shade into 
defiant heartbreak on the edge of one 
note.” 

Gus who began her career in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, has worked with such greats 
as Leon Russell, Mel. Tillis, Johnny 
Paycheck and the Oak Ridge Boys. Her 
first single on RCA is called AFTER 


THE LAST GOODBYE. Keepaneye .- 


on this lady. 
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PENALTY BOX 


(4801 Andrew Jackson Pky.) 
(I-40 AT OLD HICKORY BLVD.) 
| VIDEO GAMES 

889-9677 POOL 
BIG SCREEN T.V. 
COLD BEER 


A FRIENDLY PLACE 
TO HAVE A GOOD TIME! 


“TOURISTS WELCOME” 


WHITE BLUFF BAR-B-QUE 


Hwy. 70 E., WHITE BLUFF, TN. 
UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP...OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | 
SERVING FRESH HICKORY PIT BAR-B-QUE 


DELICIOUS SPARE RIBS... 

COMPLETE BAR-B-QUE DINNERS SERVED WITH 
VEGETABLES AND CORNBREAD 

SANDWICHES, SIDE ORDERS, HOME MADE PIES 


LOCATED 18 MILES FROM NASHVILLE 
5 MILES WEST OF MONTGOMERY BELL 
STATE PARK ON HIGHWAY 70 EAST 
TAKE EXIT 96 FROM I-40 W 


“COUNTRY STARS LOVE THIS BAR-B-QUE” 


FOR CARRY OUT ORDERS CALL 797-9214 
JOE RAHMAN, OWNER 


-_& CAMPGROUND 
| SOUEH BOTH NEAR OPRYLAND Kae 
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Top 10 
Records 


* denotes number 1 





1956 Folsom Prison Blues 
So Doggone Lonesome 
I Walk The Line 
There You Go 
Train Of Love -— 


1957 Next In Line 
Don’t Make Me Go 
Home Of The Blues 
Give My Love To Rose 


1958 Ballad Of A Teenage Queen * 
Guess Things Happen That Way * 
Come In Stanger * 

Ways Of A Woman In Love 

__...... The Nearest Thing To Heaven. 

What Do I Care 

All Over Again 


1959 Luther Played The Boogie 
Don’t Take Your Guns To Town * 
Frankie’s Man Johnny 
I Got Stripes 


1960 Seasons Of My Heart 
1962 In The Jailhouse Now é 


1963 Ring Of Fire * 
The Matador 


1964 Understand Your Man * 
Ballad Of Ira Hayes 
Bad News 
It Ain’t Me, Babe 


1965 Orange Blossom Special 
Sons Of Katie Elder 
Happy To Be With You 


1966 The One On The Right 


1967 Rosanna’s Going Wild 
Jackson (with June Carter) 
Long Legged Guitar Pickin Man (J¢ 
If 1 Were A Carpenter (JC) 


1968 Folsom Prison Blues * 
Daddy Sang Bass * 


1969 A Boy Named Sue * 
Blistered 
See Ruby Fall - 


1970 What Is Truth? 
Sunday Mornin Comin Down * 
Flesh And Blood * 
1971 Man In Black 
1972 A Thing Called Love 
Kate 
Oney 
Any Old Wind That Blows 
1976 One Piece At A Time 


1979 Ghost Riders In The Sky 
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THIS COULD BE YOUR AD! 
Fora limited time only you can advertise . 























305 11th Avenue, South 


Nashville, Tennessee 37203 Keep posted on what's happening in 
country music. Subscribe today! 12 issues 
61 5-256-2521 only $12.50! 


BEST OF COUNTRY 
10 tapes by George Jones, 1 tape by 





S) 8 
| Custom Record : your product or service in the CMI Classi- 
fieds for only .20¢€ per word... . $3.00 
rs minimum. 
Pressing [ACE PICKUP & DELIVERY 
Sa Delivery guaranteed within © hours. Rates 
’ Full Ta pe $5.00 & up. 833-4404 
WI ; : [AMS | ROY HALL SINGS HANK WILLIAMS 
& Roll Over Hank and Rock With Roy! 10 of 
Copying Hank's greatest tunes done by the inimi- 
table Roy Hall. 8 trks & cassettes only 
$5.00 each. Ppd. Order from:  R. H. 
From Tape Enterprises, P.O. Box 90462, Nashville, 
Tn. 37209 

2 to Disc SONGWRITERS - FREE SAMPLE OF 
SONGWRITER NEWSLETTER. PROFES— 
| . SIONAL DEMOS AND LEAD SHEETS. 
PIEDMONT RECORDING, P. O. Box 

158 (1), Clinton, S.C. 29325. 

COUNTRY MUSIC INQUIRER 
| : Patsy Cline, 1 tape by Johnny Cash. 
; Cassettes in leather bound form. $39.95 
cash, check or money order. Order from 
FS U D D : E’S Country Music Inquirer, P.O. Box 90462, 
and Nashville, Tn. 37209 _ 

406 12TH AVENUE SOUTH JUDD RECORDS IS LOOKING FOR 









256-7016 | NEW TALENT 

; Past hits include original recordings of: 

WE SPECIALIZE IN PLAIN “Whoie Lot Of Shaking Going On”, "See 

OLD COUNTRY COOKING | You Later Alligator”, “One Monkey Don't 

Stop No Show", "Silver Threads And 

: RO C kK COME & RELAX IN OUR AIR Golden Needles”. Call or write Roy Hall 

| CONDITIONED RESTAURANT. ae ae = eo a ee 
uite , Nashville, Tn. 

, MAKE YOURSELF AT HOME. es 

GOOD FOOD AND COLD, COLD BEER KINGSBURY’S WHO'S WHO IN COUNTRY 

OPEN FROM 6:00 AM - 8:00 PM AND WESTERN MUSIC is a collector’s 

MONDAY — FRIDAY treasure with pictures and biographies 

JUST AROUND THE CORNER FROM THE | of over 200 COUNTRY MUSIC GREATS. 

HALL OF FAME It's completeness encompasses all 18 





areas of the country music world ina 
Lifetime Hard Bound "GOLD ENGRAVED” 
Cover. This 9x 12-306 page volume will 
surely delight any COUNTRY MUSIC 
LOVER. Yours at $9.95 PP Wholesale, a 
$24.95 Bookstore retailer. Super satis- 








2. 2. 2 faction guaranteed or your investment 
| . returned promptly. While they last order 
| () () from POWELL HOUSE, B87R3-CMI, 
Jambalava | | KIMBERLING CITY, MO. 65686 | 
Hey, Good Lookin’ | () Cisco Steak House () TALKING BIBLE COMPANY Presents 
There’s Nothing As Sweet As My Baby | 7 AS pe fei “The World's Best Selling Book. The Bible 
M lt On O Specializing in Steak & Sea Foods | on cassette tape, narrated by Alexander 
Oe: m (ver 3 | —En joy— Scourby. Old Testament(36 tapes) $89.95, 
I Can’t Help It a # New Testament(12 tapes) $39.95. TALKING 
: (} Sizzling Steaks & Chops BIBLE CO., P.O, BOX 90462, NASHVILLE, 
Kawliga | Breakfast & Plate Lunch | TN. 37209 
I Could Never Be Ashamed of You a } ELVIS PHOTOS - 18 x 24 print of original 
Weary Blues () portrait of the ae by Nashville artist 
’ Andy King. Only $5.00 PP. R.H. Enterprises, 
Why Don't You Love Me () P. O. Box 90462, Nashville, Tn 37209 


You Win Again 


The last recording of legendary cowboy 
singer, actor Joe Heathcock. Ages And 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
f COLLECTORS ITEM 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


TRACK (] Ages Ago" b/w "Mansion On The Hill”. 
&§- : a $2.00 PP. R.H. Enterprises, P.O. Box 
: 5 00 : ( 90462, Nashville, Tn. 37209 
Cc: ASSE P i ES 4 () FULL COLOR GIFT CATALOG 
(] Phone 254-7178 14K gold jewlery, Watches and many 
577 Murfreesboro Road | household items included in this fantastic 
ROY HALL (] Nashville Tennedsce catalog. Many beautiful gifts for all occa- 
P.O. Box 90462 | ; sions. Send $3.00 to Crystal Enterprises’s 
Nashville, In. 37209 () () P. O. Box 23186, Lansing, Mi 48909 
Siero cee a ae Swe Cee ere ACs RECIEVE F ULL $3.00 ON FIRST ORDER. 
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\ 
Quality and Color MINUTEMAN PRESS 
make the 5831 CHARLOTTE PIKE 
| (Hill’s - Krogers Center) . 
Difference NASHVILLE, TN. 37209 


(615) 352-1922 


We ship anywhere in the U.S. 
Call for quotes on 
window cards, flyers and handbills. 
1-615-352-1922 © 
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